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Lonza to expand viral production capacity; Construction of new cGMP
clean room will support large-scale viral vaccine, gene therapy projects
Basel, Switzerland and Houston, Texas (USA), 18 May 2011 — Lonza today announced it
will expand its viral-based therapeutics business with the construction of a new, state-ofthe-art cGMP clean room located adjacent to its existing Houston, Texas operations.
The clean room will benefit customers by offering large-scale capacity to support latestage viral vaccine and gene therapy projects. It will utilize disposable process systems
and be able to support production and fill/finish operations of up to 2,000 liters. Enhanced,
EU compliant fill and finish capabilities are in high demand from Lonza’s pharma and
biotech customers. The expansion will also notably reduce Lonza’s clients’ wait times for
clean room capacity due to the ability to run multiple cGMP operations simultaneously.
“We are very pleased with the growing number of opportunities we are seeing in the viral
vaccine and viral vector sector,” said David Enloe, Head of Lonza’s viral-based
therapeutics unit. “This investment only furthers our commitment to a leadership position
in this exciting space of new therapeutics and vaccines.” Construction and validation of
Lonza’s viral expansion is expected to be complete early 2012.
Today, viral vaccines are being studied closely for infectious diseases such as AIDS,
influenza and malaria. The achievable volumes and relative costs to manufacture virallydelivered vaccines versus traditional egg-based vaccines makes this field a compelling
alternative production approach. Viral-delivered gene therapy is also a growing market,
with many programs in development for cancer, central nervous system diseases (e.g.
Parkinson’s and Huntington’s) and eye-related diseases such as advanced macular
degeneration.
Lonza has broad experience in pre-clinical through commercial scale cGMP production of
multiple viral products and Lonza’s viral-based therapeutics team has over 15 years of
experience in process and analytical assay development and validation, scale-up, cGMP
production, product storage and distribution. Lonza also helps clients advance their viral
vector and vaccine programs with its significant regulatory experience in the viral field.
Lonza announced it had entered the viral manufacturing business through the acquisition
of Vivante GMP Solutions, Inc. in August 2010. The viral-based therapeutics business is
part of Lonza’s Bioscience division. For more information, please visit:
http://www.lonza.com/group/en/products_services/Custom_Manufacturing/viral_based_th
erapeutics.html
About Lonza
Lonza is one of the world's leading suppliers to the pharmaceutical, healthcare and life
science industries. Products and services span its customers’ needs from research to final
product manufacture. It is the global leader in the production and support of active
pharmaceutical ingredients both chemically as well as biotechnologically.
Biopharmaceuticals are one of the key growth drivers of the pharmaceutical and
biotechnology industries. Lonza has strong capabilities in large and small molecules,

peptides, amino acids and niche bioproducts which play an important role in the
development of novel medicines and healthcare products. In addition, Lonza is a leader in
cell-based research, endotoxin detection and cell therapy manufacturing. Furthermore, the
company is a leading provider of value chemical and biotech ingredients to the nutrition,
hygiene, preservation, agro and personal care markets.
Lonza is headquartered in Basel, Switzerland and is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange. In
2010, the company had sales of CHF 2.680 billion. Further information can be found at
http://www.lonza.com.
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